MAJORITY MEMBERS:
VIRGINIA FOXX, NORTH CAROLINA, Chairwoman

JOE WILSON, SOUTH CAROLINA
DUNCAN HUNTER, CALIFORNIA
DAVID P. ROE, TENNESSEE

GLENN “GT” THOMPSON, PENNSYLVANIA
TIM WALBERG, MICHIGAN

BRETT GUTHRIE, KENTUCKY
TODD ROKITA, INDIANA

LOU BARLETTA, PENNSYLVANIA
LUKE MESSER, INDIANA

BRADLEY BYRNE, ALABAMA
DAVID BRAT, VIRGINIA

GLENN GROTHMAN, WISCONSIN
ELISE STEFANIK, NEW YORK

RICK W. ALLEN, GEORGIA

JASON LEWIS, MINNESOTA
FRANCIS ROONEY, FLORIDA

PAUL MITCHELL, MICHIGAN

TOM GARRETT, JR., VIRGINIA
LLOYD K. SMUCKER, PENNSYLVANIA
A. DREW FERGUSON, IV, GEORGIA
RON ESTES, KANSAS

KAREN HANDEL, GEORGIA

AND THE WORKFORCE

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
2176 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6100

MINORITY MEMBERS:

ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT, VIRGINIA,
Ranking Member

SUSAN A. DAVIS, CALIFORNIA
RAUL M. GRIJALVA, ARIZONA
JOE COURTNEY, CONNECTICUT
MARCIA L. FUDGE, OHIO
JARED POLIS, COLORADO
GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO SABLAN,
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS
FREDERICA S. WILSON, FLORIDA
SUZANNE BONAMICI, OREGON
MARK TAKANO, CALIFORNIA
ALMA'S. ADAMS, NORTH CAROLINA
MARK DESAULNIER, CALIFORNIA
DONALD NORCROSS, NEW JERSEY
LISA BLUNT ROCHESTER, DELAWARE
RAJA KRISHNAMOORTHI, ILLINOIS
CAROL SHEA-PORTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE
ADRIANO ESPAILLAT, NEW YORK

October 12, 2017

The Honorable R. Alexander Acosta
Secretary

U.S. Department of Labor

200 Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20210

Dear Secretary Acosta:

The bipartisan Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA), which passed in 2014, made important
reforms to our nation’s workforce development system. These reforms make the workforce development
system more responsive to the needs of both employers and job seekers.

Our workforce development system will only be effective in helping Americans find good paying jobs if the
system is responsive to employer needs. Congress made a number of important reforms in WIOA to support
that goal. These reforms included the elimination of the burdensome “sequence of services” requirement and
support for access to real-world education and workforce development opportunities through on-the-job
learning, pay-for-performance and competitive contracting, and the use of sector and pathway strategies.

Sustained private sector leadership at the state and local level is critical to ensuring that the reforms passed
into law by Congress are implemented effectively. Our nation needs a workforce development system that
prepares workers for the 21st century workforce while helping businesses find the skilled employees they need
to compete and create jobs in America. WIOA allows local areas to better meet the unique needs of individual
job seekers by enabling businesses to identify in-demand skills and support access to real-world education and
workforce development opportunities to build those skills.

We look forward to working with you as WIOA is implemented to ensure the advancement of an employer-
driven workforce development system. If you have any questions, please contact James Redstone
(James.Redstone@mail.house.gov) with the Committee at (202) 225-6558.
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Virginia Foxx Brett Guthrie

Chairwoman Chairman
Subcommittee on Higher Education
and Workforce Development

Sincerely,



